
Welcome to The Land of Plenty, where 
children are encouraged to express 
themselves through fine art, by painting, 
and performance art, by skateboarding.  
Of course, this isn’t a specific place 
on the map; it’s a philosophy that a 
passionate few are using to brighten 
many children’s days.

“Skateboarding really saved my life,” Gabe 
Brummett, formerly of The “I Have a Dream” 
Foundation, said.  “For me to have the opportunity to 
give skateboarding and a positive attitude to kids… 
it makes me so happy.”  

Those affiliated with LOP don’t expect a salary, 
glory or any compensation.  For them, as Zoo York’s 
Donny Barley said, “We love skateboarding, we don’t 
want to exploit it.  We just want to give.”  Making a 
change is LOP’s real compensation.

LOP was started in Los Angeles in 2002 under 
director Greg Shewchuk but the small not-for-profit 
skateboard company only got up and running in 
2005.  

“Truthfully, Greg is completely responsible for all 
the major things that got the LOP up and running.  I 
was just his sidekick giving him ideas, information and 
connections I had,” Barley said of LOP’s inception.

“It’s a grass roots venture,” Shewchuk said.  “So the 
first thing we did was create a web site that had an 
explanation of our philosophy and the basic mission 
of what we wanted to do.  Since then we’ve interacted 
with a lot of people who have helped out in starting 
events, getting materials together and helping paint 
boards.”

Bringing together Shewchuk’s ideas involved 
getting support from inside and out of the skateboard 
industry.  Barley worked with Shewchuk to get 
support from Zoo York and other connections he 
had made through his career in the industry.  Barley, 

though not sponsored by LOP, also represents the 
not-for-profit organization as an on hand consultant 
and is always willing to donate his time to impact the 
lives of those less fortunate.  

Shewchuk had connections that helped get Girl 
and Chocolate involved.  Companies like Generator, 
Autobahn, Apache Skateboards, Flip, Baker and Fuel 
TV and individuals such as Lance Mountain, Chad 
Muska and Jason Rogers have added their support in 
the industry.  

Outside of skateboarding, The “I Have a Dream” 
Foundation and Boys & Girls Club have opened their 
arms and doors by providing locations, manpower 
and time to hold events and get kids involved.

LOP events center around painting and skating.  
Schewchuk wanted to introduce children to a sport 
that had always resonated in him but he didn’t want 
to just hand out skateboards.  From these ideas, 
LOP created the board exchange where they give 
kids a blank skateboard deck to paint in a way that 
represents themselves.  

“They [the kids] feel appreciated, they are excited 
to be creating something beautiful and even more 
excited to be encouraged to do so,” Brummett said 
about the board exchanges.

Once the decks are completed, the kids trade the 
painted decks for full graphic decks.  Jeremy Carples, 
previously of “I Have a Dream” said, “They get a 
skateboard for continued expression and an outlet 

for energy which is always 
important for kids.” 

The painted decks help 
bring LOP full circle again.  
Stocking all the decks up 
and adding decks painted 
by artists and professional 
skateboards such as Steve 
Olson, Eric Dresden and 
Jamal Williams, the LOP 
places them in auctions at 

art shows, skate events and on eBay.  
“We have the auctions and we put the money into 

the bank account and it goes into what we needed 
to cover event costs and expenses you come across 
with running a not-for-profit,” Barley said of previous 
auctions.  

LOP has organized events around California and 
the Portland “I Have a Dream” has helped paint decks 
with instructors like Brummett and Carples.

Brummett said he had heard of LOP long before 
working with “I Have a Dream.”  “I was blown away,” 
Brummett said.  “When he had the opportunity to 
start a skateboarding club in Oregon, he contacted 
Shewchuk and got it started.  Currently living in 
Kansas, Brummett recent held a board painting 
event.”

“Having the opportunity to combine two of my 
passions and show them to kids was an amazing 
opportunity,” Carples said. 

Most recently, LOP got involved in an Artwalk at 
The Brewery in Los Angeles.  Shewchuk was ecstatic 
over the response they got with their exhibit which 
included fifteen boards, pictures from board painting 
events and an explanation of the philosophy behind 
LOP.

Last year, through an LOP event Barley held a 
skate camp in Connecticut.  The money raised from 
teaching kids to skate at the camp was given to the 

This Land is Beautiful

the land ofPlenty

“We love skateboarding, we 
don’t want to exploit it.  We just 
want to give.”  - Donny Barley
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